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Government office. The satirical descriptions of the poem
would, it was hoped, arouse the Milanese aristocracy, efegant
pleasure-loving triflers, to a sense of duty.
Parini is believed to have been influenced by contemporary
English poetry, particularly Pope's Rape of the Lock. French
influence was also strong in Italy; Moli&re was the model for
Goldoni, whose admirable comedies of bourgeois life were
written and acted at Venice mainly between 1748 and 1760.
Italian tragedy reached a lofty peak in Alfieri, a Piedmontese
nobleman, and officer in the Asti Regiment of the Sardinian
Army. He found time to travel in most of the countries of
Europe, from Spain to Russia, including England. He con-
ceived a great respect for the English gentry and ladies and for
English government and liberty. A man of healthy tastes, he
liked riding horses and reading Plutarch. All this gave him the
ambition to write in the grand style. His first tragedy,
Cleopatra, was produced at Turin in 1775. The horse-riding
officer became an earnest, indefatigable student, working hard
at Tacitus, Homer, Dante, Petrarch, Ariosto, to improve his
style. He made friends with the professors of the University
of Pisa, in the Grand Duchy of Tuscany. Florence became
his home, and there in 1776 he met Princess Louise of Stolberg,
Countess of Albany, wife of Prince Charles Edward Stuart,
the Young Pretender to the throne of Great Britain. The
Princess was abandoned by her husband, whose character had
not stood the test of adversity. Alfieri and the princess fell
in love; and for the rest of their lives, wherever she went,
Paris, Strasbourg, Florence, he was there. Yet he never
relaxed his studies and his composition, writing Virginia,
Timoleon> Maria Stuarda, Bruto Secondo, Filippo, Merope, and
many others. Alfieri was a patriot and a republican. Practic-
ally all his tragedies have the same theme, the struggle against
tyranny. He died at Florence in 1803, a few months after
finishing his Autobiography, and was buried in a noble tomb,
with a monument by Canova, a tribute to his memory from
the Countess of Albany.
Jn philosophy Italy bad a ratable representative in the first